LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
Vijaykrishna, who began the thread-controversy and it was
he who set the ball a-rolling, In fact, the renunciation of
the holy thread for truth's sake was an august event.
It helped the Brahmos to imbibe the true spirit of
Brahmoism, and it was regarded by Vijaykrishna in the
light of a direction of God, the voice of the Soul, the
Kingdom of God within him. Hence he was so very
confident, so sure of himself, when he fought with
concentrated strength against the insignia of idolatry in the
Samaj. If it was inconsistent with the Brahmo creed to
wear the holy thread, was it not wrong to allow the
thread-bearing Brahmos to act as Upachayyas in the
Brahmo Samaj ? Vijaykrishna saw through the question
and stood up against the insincerity. He moved Keshav
to fight with the old leader to dismiss the thread-bearing
ministers of the Samaj and replace them by two thread-less
Brahmos. At first, Maharshi Devendranath did not join
hands with Keshav, in spite of their unexampled
friendship, for fear of schisms and also because he imbibed
a spirit of wholesome conservatism. But afterthought as
well as affection for Keshav got the better of him, and
he yielded, he agreed to make the necessary change. As
the existing ministers would rather leave their office than
part with their holy thread, it became incumbent on
Keshav to select two thread-less Brahmos competent to
hold the post. His choice fell upon one Brahmo, Annada
Charan. As for the other, he requested Vijaykrishna to
accept the post of Vpacharya, as there was no truer
Brahmo deserving of the position than he. Vijaykrishna
was ever the simplest of men, but, being afraid lest this
should give rise to egoism which was a thing alien to him,
he at first refused the offer but at the repeated entreaties
of Keshav, he afterwards agreed. Thus Vijaykrishna and
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